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Christ in the Workplace

Trusting our Father at all times
by: Jon Cassady

“Then Jesus said to his disciples:
"Therefore | tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat; or about your
body, what you will wear. Life is more
than food, and the body more than
clothes. Consider the ravens: They do
not sow or reap, they have no storeroom
or barn; yet God feeds them. And how
much more valuable you are than birds!
Who of you by worrying can add a single
hour to his lifeg2 Since you cannot do this
very little thing, why do you worry about
the reste” (Luke 12: 22-26)

In January 2009, | was selected to be
part of a ‘resource action at IBM’; said
another way, | was being laid off as of
February 26th. Upon hearing the news, |
was devested and upset, since my plans
were to retire from IBM. | experienced
many emotions in those initial five min-
utes affer being informed by my manag-
er. | was shocked, angry, hurt and disap-
pointed. Here | had given IBM my loyal-
ty, fime, energy and talents these past 27
years, and had been a faithful employ-
ee, and this is what | geft; laid off.

Then, by the grace of God and the
power of the Holy Spirif, | received a
moment of clarity. | realized that our
Father has something very excifting in
store for me. | was extremely blessed to
have had the opportunity to work for
such a great company for over 27 years.
I'd been given a great gift of employ-
ment with terrific experiences and
opportunities. | continued to listen to my
manager, and receive the news.

Then | did the next right thing; | turned
to prayer and asked the Father for his
grace, guidance and protection as | dis-
cerned what was in store for me next. |
then called and sent out emails to my
network; including my CIC brothers. |
informed them of my exciting news and
requested their prayers.

On my final day at IBM | sent an e-mail
fo many of my colleagues, stating thaft it
would not be appropriate to leave with-
out saying "“Thank You" for being part of
my wonderful career. | shared with
them, "l leave today with a grateful
heart, thankful for the opportunity to
work alongside such a caliber of col-
leagues which cannot be matched. I'm
excited for this new chapter in my life. |
recenfly read an excellent book by
Parker J. Palmer, 'Let Your Life Speak,
Listening for the Voice of Vocation'. This
book has really encouraged me to take
some fime off now and reflect so | can
discover my next vocation with my life.
May you have a blessed and prosperous
2009 and beyond.”

Palmer’s encouragement in his book
is fo reflect and meditate info one's
weaknesses and fears. This is where he
states you find life fo pour ouf most
abundanily.  Though we must turn
inward, Palmer does not believe this to
be a lonely or solitary experience. In
fact, he presents how this must occur in
community, for we cannot see clearly
info ourselves. We need to have friends
and family help us explore and bring out
those things we are too blind o see in
ourselves.

In my daily prayer and reflection | ask
our Father to keep me teachable and
open to his will. | need to spend time
with many individuals and receive their
guidance and counsel. I've been very
blessed and remain very peaceful. | am
not anxious and do not worry. | trust and
have faith in our Father’s provision for my
life. As | discover my new vocation, |
remain open to doing missionary work.
As we believe in Christians in Commerce,
“I have been crucified with Christ and |
no longer live, but Christ lives in me.”
(Galatians 2:20)

! Upcoming !
| Events |

Men’s Weekends

San Jose
Sept 11-13, 2009
Salinas Spanish
Weekend
Sepetmber 25-27, 2009
Sacramento
October 2-4, 2009
Salinas
November 13-15, 2009
Fresno
November 20-22, 2009

Women's Weekends

WCIC-Sacramento
September 18-20, 2009
WCIC-Santa Cruz
November 13-15, 2009

Christians in
Commerce
News

|
WCIC-Central Coast
Challenge Weekend
I
Santa Cruz
Challenge Weekend
I
Uganda Chapter’s
Challenge Weekends

Please send your stories to:
Walt Seale
Fax: 703 205-0485
walt.seale@xcicintl.org
2853 Meadow View Road
Falls Church, Va. 22042
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Life Pleasing to God

week 1

Saving Marriages
by: Curt Montgomery

“For this reason a man shall leave his
father and mother and cleave to his
wife and they will become one flesh.”
Genesis 2:24

This powerfully written scripture was
shared by many of us on our wedding
day. The spiritual interpretation of
“cleave” is to adhere or become insep-
arable. When we looked into the eyes
of our spouse on that special day, the
thought of ever challenging our vows to
love each other for life seemed impossi-
ble.

My experience over my 23 years of
involvement in CIC has, unfortunately,
proved otherwise. Whether it is on a
Challenge Weekend, at a National
Conference or in my Challenge Group,
one of the most common issues that
come up involves men’'s pain and diffi-
culties in being happily married.
Statistics have shown that Christian cou-
ples have a divorce rate comparable to
non-Christians.

It is quite interesting that God intends
our love in marriage to our spouse to mir-
ror his unconditional love for us. He gives
numerous examples throughout the
Bible of how he shares his unconditional
love with us but our sinful nature (in my
case pride and self-centeredness) can
prevent us from remaining obedient to
his instruction.

If left on my own, there is absolutely
no way | would have been able to cele-
brate my 25th anniversary to May this
past March. The concept of cleaving to
my wife all too often took on the mean-
ing of splitting or severing our relation-
ship. Over the past 10 years | had
moved out of my house for some “free-
dom” on at least two occasions. On
both occasions | felt | had had enough.
My wife and | were just so different and
unequally yoked that | thought we sim-
ply could not relate.

As recently as eight months ago | had
purchased a “self-divorce kit" just to see
what was involved. Despite my many
years of going to church, being a mem-
ber of CIC, or seeing pastors and coun-
selors, it just wasn't working. The most
powerful reason | was able to hang in
there was the prayers and encourage-
ment from my CIC brothers. So many of
them had either worked very hard to
keep their marriages strong or had faith-
fully honored their vows despite many dif-
ficulties in their marriages.

For many years my wife did not have
a Christian sisternood with whom to share
her life but two years ago she joined a
women's Bible study at our church. I'm
sure that she was able to share her hurts
as well within our marriage with her sisters.
The fact that we were both sharing our
hurts with fellow believers and not just giv-
ing up allowed the Holy Spirit to finally
start working on us together.

We had no big plans of celebrating
our anniversary in March. | felt a bit guilty
so | bought a card in which | expressed
my continued desire to stay together,
though | sfill felt uncertain about the
whole thing. The clincher occurred when
May wrote me a very humble letter
expressing some of the issues she had
contributed to our problems and asked
me if | would forgive her. | nearly melted
with joy. The power of the Holy Spirit was
finally able to bring the two of us to a
place of reconciliation and a restoration
of God'’s love between us.

The influence of CIC brothers and sis-
ters helped save our marriage. If we will
only be wiling to humble ourselves
before each other and let them really
know that our lives are not always as rosy
as they appear, then we can prayerfully
intercede on each other’s behalf and
then wait on the Lord for his miracles. |
will forever be grateful for the love of my
brothers.

Pray: Lord give us the grace to
live out our commitments to each
other. Give us the wisdom to help

each other persevere.

Reflect: The Lord gives us grace
for every situation and every rela-

tionship.

Discuss: Have you been tempted
to give up? How do you find the

grace to persevere?
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Men’s July Reflections

week 2 Personal Focus

by: Frank Adamo

“I am the vine, you are the branches. If a man remains in me and | in him, he will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” John 15:5

| sat down at lunch over a year ago with my friend, John Mooney. | told him, John,
| seemed to be in a rut. What can you recommend to help me grow in my relation-
ship with God? He gave me this verse, not the entire verse mind you, just the last six
words: “apart from me you can do nothing.” Go pray that for awhile and then we
can talk again.

For me, this was very hard fo even understand. Apart from God | can do nothing?
| like to be in confrol. My friends will tell you | have to be in control. They know me
embarrassingly well.

For 6 weeks, beginning in April this year, | could barely raise my left arm above my
shoulder without some very intense pain. My medical doctor advised it was acute
tendonitis. Then, at a recent visit to Dr. Rolland, my chiropractor and friend, he sug-
gested that | meditate on “powerlessness”. Where do | feel powerlesse | found | was
worrying about paying bills and the recent reduction of my 401K retirement plan. The
stress was tightening up the muscles in my shoulder, back and neck, making it difficult
to heal. Confrolis an illusion he said, you have to give it fo God. You are really feel-
ing powerless.

| used this pain fo remind me to pray. | learned to pray a short prayer for whatev-
er I'm doing. It started out seeming a bit silly, but now it's become an ongoing dia-
logue with the Father and | look forward to it.

| see now that | am simply not in control. God allowed this to happen to me for at
least one very important reason. For me, it was his way fo get my attention so that |
could depend on him for everything. He means what he says: “apart from me you
can do nothing”.

week 3 Marketplace Focus

Pray: Father, please get my atten-
tion so that | can rely on you for
everything; or, Father, show me
where | have not given up control in

my life.

Reflect: What am | worrying about
right now? Have | not given control

of this to God?

Discuss: Do | have situations and tri-
als at work or home where | have
not given up control fo God? How
do | know? What will | do different-

ly?

by: Frank Adamo

“In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good
deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” Mathew 5:16

| used to think of myself as an idealist, in all the good sense of the word. | liked to
believe that | was “the cup is half full” kind of guy. But recently, | saw myself getting
more and more depressed and | couldn’t figure out why.
| manage a team of confract professionals in the Law department of a large
Fortune 100 aerospace company and have worked for the same company for over
32 years. My company has had to take some cost cutting steps fo maintain their prof-
itability and shareholder value. For me that meant asking my feam to take a 10%
reduction in pay, putting employees on work furloughs, adjusting pension benefits
and reducing bonuses to help cut costs and save jobs.

On a recent Saturday morning Challenge group meetfing one my buddies, Mike,
tfook me to task on my aftitude. He asked if | was listening fo talk radio in the car. |
had to confess | was. He helped me see that | was buying info the doom and gloom.
Worry was causing a change af work. | was no longer "“being the light” at my job.
When you dwell in the dark, it is hard to be light to the world.

Jesus asks us in this passage of scripture to be the light fo the world. | had let the
enemy whisper the bad news to me and lost sight of the light. With prayer and
reliance on the Holy Spirit, | now make a conscious choice to be the light at work and
at home. It doesn’'t seem like a big thing, but think about it, you and | may be the
only light that a person sees that day. Do they know you are a Christian at work or in
your marketplace? My co-workers do. All the more reason | need fto be the light.

Pray: Holy Spirit, help me be your
light at home, in my neighborhood
and in the marketplace. Show me

where | am falling short.

Reflect: Where can | improve my
attitude? Are there relationships
that are being strained because of
my negative outlook or poor atti-

tude?

Discuss: What can | do now to
become a light for Christ in the mar-

ketplace and at home?
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Men’s July Reflections

(continued)

week 4 Challenge Group Focus

by: Frank Adamo
“Then he said, Jesus, remember me when you come info your kingdom."” Luke 23:42

“"When | get to heaven | just want Jesus o give me nod — Come on in.” | can
remember the day my good friend and CIC brother, Ruben Leon, said this during
our Saturday morning Challenge Group meeting. | know, because | wrote it my jour-
nal. One month later, Ruben went to see Jesus. He died of a sudden, unexpected
heart aftack.

How serious do you take your Challenge Group meetingse If | am in fown, I'm at
our weekly meeting. These brothers have helped mold my conscience. They hold
me accountable. Here are some best practices | would like to share from our 11
years of meetings.

Pray for one another. Bring your journal with you to your Challenge Group meet-
ing and write down the prayer intentions that your brothers request. Then take your
journal fo your daily prayer time and watch how the Lord blesses your requests.

I'm a big fan of taking notes and so, over the years, I've written down some
quotes from the men in our group that have helped me grow. They sound simple,
some are profound:

"Get in the world and start using the gifts (of the Spirit).”

“Lord, am | being everything | can be for you?2.”

“The natural consequence of prayer is living in the will of God.”

"You have to have personal conversion before you can convert the world.”
"You can’'t pray healing for someone with resentment in your heart.”

“I really enjoy doing things with people who hold me accountable by their
mere presence.”

The Challenge Weekend - My Story
by: Darren Handy

Prior fo aftending my first Challenge weekend my life was all about me trying to
be a better person. | didn’t have a real understanding about living a life commit-
ted to God and | didn't have the concrete tools necessary to make the fransition fo
that life.

I was working at a Christian community center managing a kitchen that fed the
homeless and economically disadvantaged. Some of the regular volunteers were
CIC members. | watched their behavior and listened to their conversations; they
were different. They seemed to have real purpose in their lives. | wanted to do the
right things and say the right things, but | was sfill involved in worldly things and still
engaged in worldly behaviors. Getting to know these men made me want fo
change.

At my first Challenge Weekend | was prayed with for the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.
On the weekend | remember a man asking me to expect the Holy Spirit fo act. He
challenged me to be open to the Holy Spirit. | remember thinking that | wanted fo
be used by God for his purposes. | vividly remember the men gathering around to
pray over me. | was given a strong desire to be God'’s insfrument in the world.

After the Challenge Weekend | wanted to get to know the Lord better. | began
fo spend more time in prayer and scripture reading. | also began fo enjoy the fel-
lowship of good men. At CIC | found men with strong faith who were devoted fo
their families and who were committed fo conducting themselves according to the
word of God. Making the decision to go on a Challenge Weekend changed my life
and | am so grateful for all the Lord has done in my life.

What is your story2 Send your Challenge Weekend story to walfseale@cicintl.org

Pray: Father, show me where we
can improve in our CIC Challenge
group. Give me the courage to

take this fo my group.

Reflect: How am | helping each
man in my group be accountable?
Do | believe this responsibility can

lead men closer to Christ?

Discuss: Do | take my Challenge
Group meetings and mentoring

seriously? Where can | improve?






MISSIONARIES _/ s — 2009 Annual Conference
AT WORK Run with Perseverance

San Jose, CA

Friday, October 23
8:30 a.m.— 5 p.m.
Saturday, October 24
8:30 a.m.— 9 p.m.

Registration for the 2009 Christians in Commerce Annual Conference

Registration fee by September 8, $170; after September 8, $190; Spouses, $120.

Conference fee includes Friday and Saturday lunches, the Lord's Day dinner on Saturday evening and all
conference materials. Registration closes on October 10, 2009.

Registration:

Name Spouse (if attending)
Address:
City: ST ZIP

Daytime Phone Number:

Email:

CIC Chapter:

Saturday Dinner Selection: Chicken Salmon (Self)
Chicken Salmon (Spouse)

Housing (check one):
Staying at DoubleTree Hotel, 2050 Gateway Place, San Jose, CA 95110.

Special rates have been negotiated with the DoubleTree. The rate is $119 for single or double occupancy. This
includes a full American breakfast buffet. Register by calling 1-800-222-8733 and request the CIC group rate
or go to http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/JOSE-DT-CIC-20091020/index.jhtml In order
to ensure this rate, you must register by Thursday, September 17, 2009.

Making own accommodations

Register on line at www.christiansincommerce.org/annual-conference-registration-2009.html or send registration
form and payment to: Christians in Commerce, 2853 Meadow View Road, Falls Church, VA 22042
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Women’s July Reflections

week 2 Personal Focus

by: Joan Mangino

“I'am the frue vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every branch
in me that does not bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more
fruit.”  John 15:1-2

Reaching out to others can reflect God's love and being rejected can lead to
resentment. This is where | found myself with one of my brothers. He had chosen a
lifestyle that didn’t include the rest of the family and it left us with very little in common
with which to form adult relationships. The death of our parents cemented this situa-
tion. Despite this | tfried from fime to fime to reach out but most attempts were met with
no response. | thought | was avoiding building resentments when | stopped trying to
make a connection.

To my great surprise my brother began to change. The needs of his daughter's fam-
ily touched his heart and he became involved in their lives in a much needed,
unselfish and loving way. One day he asked me to send birthday cards to his grand-
children and my past frustrations with trying to connect with him were as strong as if
they had happened yesterday, and | didn’'t send any cards. But | began to see that
my resentment was truly an obstacle fo building the kihngdom. My heart was finally
softened one morning as the commentary | was reading dealt directly with resent-
ments formed from rejection. It reminded me of a truth | knew so well: | can't love
using my resources alone. | needed to ask Jesus to let me see my brother as he did
and not only with love but mercy. With this grace, my resentment crumbled and | did
with joy respond to my brother’s simple request to send a birthday card and began
to build again a healthy relationship with him.

week 3 Marketplace Focus

Pray: Father, thank you for your
patience with me and for freeing
me to leave behind the resent-
ments that prevent me from loving

others.

Reflect: What resentments, bur-
dens do | carry? Can | pray for the

desire to desire to change?

Discuss: Share your thoughts
about or experiences of a time
when you redlized you couldn’t
love wusing only your own

resources.

by: Joan Mangino

“Whoever remains in me and | in him will bear much fruit.” John 15:5

During my first year as campus minister, my goal was to support the tfeachers
through reflections and material that would strengthen their background and faith.
At the request of a new teacher | went into her class once a week. | followed a
nudge to let the students see that saints were just everyday people who through the
Holy Spirit became strong and loving men and women of God. This worked so well
| did the same in each classroom the following year. The Spirit had used a new
teacher to speak to me.

The second year | delighted in sharing Old Testament stories with my classes. |
found such a spiritual openness in my youngest students. The joy we experienced in
these stories assured me of the Spirit's guidance. In the upper grades there was
more frial and error. But with the use of a question box (suggested by a teacher) and
asking the teachers where | could help them, a curriculum took shape.

My biggest challenge came when a teacher asked if | would help the students
memorize prayers designated by the curriculum standards. In an effort to cooper-
ate | decided to tfry my best. As a class we defined the unfamiliar words of the
prayer. This stfruck a good note with the students. A copy of the prayer was taped
to their desk to be used during the day and to facilitate memorization. Finally | made
a coloring page using the words of the prayer. | encouraged the use of colors and
symbols to express the meaning and emotion of the prayer. For instance, many used
bursts of color (like fireworks) to express praise. The hum of contentment filled the
room as we learned our prayers. The Spirit honored my openness.

Pray: Holy Spirit, you fill our hearts
with words of love and mercy that
reveal your love for all those you
put in our paths. Thank you for
your faithfulness and ever refresh-

ing presence.

Reflect: on the Holy Spirit's pres-
ence and actions in your work-

place.

Discuss: Share your reflections and
anything else that struck you from

this marketplace reflection.
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Women'’s July Reflections
(Continuved)

week 4 Challenge Group Focus

by: Joan Mangino
Pray: Holy Spirit, thank you for the

“They stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead.
But when the disciples gathered around him, he got up and entered the city. On the
following day he left with Barnabas for Derbe.” Acts 14:19b-20 for the way in which you inspire us,

gift of my sisters in CIC. Thank you

lift .
| was beginning to feel | had tried my best in CIC, had exhausted my resources and encourage us and lift us up

in my frustration | wanted to move on. | kept trying to get out of the way and surrender
my situation to the Spirit but my burden didn't lift. As the day progressed | realized that

. . 5 ; Reflect: What struck you in this
| was waiting for my feelings to change. | know that feelings are important but can Y

often be unreliable. So | focused on leaving the Spirit in charge and continued to bun- challenge group reflection?
gle along.
The CIC meeting for that night didn’t look very promising. So far only 2 of the four
expected would make it. Then before | knew it all were present. The Spirit took over and Discuss: How are you inspired to

we had rich prayer. We were all having a similar day and through our prayer we called
on the Lord to wash our feet, wash away our weariness and the obstacles to his lead-
ership in our lives. Each woman brought inspiration and affirmation to our meeting and difficult?
it was clear that the Spirit was in charge. Like Paul we had been knocked down but
through the Spirit we helped each other and got up and planned for the next goal the
Spirit had set before us.

keep going when things become

Save the Date

October 23-24, 2009
CIC Annual Conference
DoubleTree Suites Hotel, San Jose, CA
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Christians

Christians in Commerce
Prayer

WCIC-Central Coast Chapter’s
Challenge Weekend

The WCIC-Central Coast Chapter
held a Challenge Weekend on March
27-29 and had 19 participants, six of
whom were first-time attendees.

The women were blessed in many
ways. “l received the Holy Spirit and was
able to share with wonderful women. |
was able to release issues that were
weighing heavily on my shoulders.” “The
weekend reaffirmed my faith and trust in
Jesus Christ. | received the message loud

and clear that is not "me" who is in
charge of my life, my work, and "calling".
Instead, | need to open my eyes and my
ears to Jesus Christ who is always knock-
ing on my door, waiting to be letin.”

Uganda Chapter’s
Challenge Weekends

The Uganda Men's and Women's
Chapters hosted Challenge Weekends
on April 24-26 in Kabata, with 39 partici-
pants, and on May 1-3 in Kyarusozi with
104 participants.  Their final weekend
took place on June 5-7 in Kyembogo
with 152 participants, 141 of whom were
new fo the weekend. Glory to God!

Aloysius Mugisa shared how the Holy
Spirit was at work on this last weekend.
“"One woman who had been experienc-
ing pain in her thigh bone was healed

when she was prayed with for the bap-
fism of the Holy Spirit.” After the talk on
forgiveness one man left the weekend
and returned with his wife. He explained
the Spirit had prompted him to be rec-
onciled with her.

The brother explained that after hear-
ing the tfalk, he recognized the many
hurts that needed to be reconciled in his
relationship with his wife.  When he
returned, he broughtzhisBwifeawithZhimAThey
were prayed over as a couple and were
reconciled.

Another couple who had been legal-
ly married for 21 years were
moved fo have their marriage
blessed in their church.

Santa Cruz Challenge
Weekend

&%  The Santa Cruz Chapter held
B o Challenge Weekend on April
24-26 at Mission San Antonio
and had 29 participants, with
four of them being first-time attendees.
As the first of several planned joint
Santa Cruz, Salinas, and Monterey
Chapter’'s Challenge Weekends, the
tfeam was made up of Santa Cruz and
Salinas chapter members. Because the
Santa Cruz chapter hosted this week-
end, it provided all of the organization
and most of the speakers. The president
of the Santa Cruz chapter opened the
weekend on Friday night and the presi-
dent of the Salinas chapter ended the
weekend on Sunday afternoon.

One of the new men had been invit-
ed on weekends for 19 years and anoth-
er 18 years. One who had finally come
said, "God renewed my life with Him. He
cleansed my heart, forgave my pride
and arrogance in not thinking I had fime
for this weekend. How blind | was about
this. He renewed my life and re-filled me

with the Holy Spirit. Thanks you guys!"

Father,
You are my Lord and Creator.

You entrust me with a place of
stewardship in your creation.

Fill me with your Holy Spirit:

That he may teach me to pray
and live in Christ and as Christ;

That he may teach me love for
family, friends and all people. A
love that is selfless, humble, and
wise;

That he may teach me steward-
ship of the talents, time, money
and possessions you have given
me. A stewardship that serves, is
generous and brings honor fo
your name;

That he may teach me faithful-
ness to your call to Christians in
Commerce. A call that unites us
and builds your Kingdom in the
marketplace.

Through Jesus Christ who is Lord.

Amen

$265,000
$228,000
$190,000
$152,000
$114,000

$75,000

CIC Pledges 2009



Vision
Expanding the Kingdom by being Christ in
the workplace.

Mission

We encourage and equip Christians o live
the life of Christ by releasing the power of the
Holy Spirit that is in them. We challenge them
to be Christ to the people and circumstances
in their workplaces by bringing his fruth, love,
healing, justice and excellence to the mar-
ketplace.

Values

As Christians in Commerce, we are an ecu-
menical organization united with the body of
Christ to:

Know, love and serve God and others
Embrace the beliefs of the Nicene
Creed

Release the power of the Holy Spirit

in worship and work

Share the fime, talents and resources
God has entrusted to us

Enrich member participation in

prayer, scripture, family and church life.

4
Christians in COMMERCE

2853 Meadow View Road, Falls Church, Va. 22042

4

Christ
ALIVE!

Galatians 2:20
“...I no longer live, but
Christ lives in me.”

www.christiansincommerce.org

The Challenge Newsletter is published monthly by
Christians In Commerce International (CIC). All
material in the Challenge Newsletter is copyrighted
by Christians In Commerce International and should
not be copied without explicit prior written permis-
sion.All scripture taken from the Holy Bible: New
International Version ©1978 by the New York
International Bible Society, used by permission.
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